
Fanents of lneoming 6tlr Graders,

Yo¡.¡n child,s surnmer neading novel ls, "lsland of the Blue Dolphins'"

The novel Is part of the 6th grade neading unit, the challenges of

childhood. The story eenters around the main character, Karana, who

is treft behind on the island when lrer tribe decided to leave and sail

east. She has to survive on her own as she hopefully waits for the

ship to come back'

your child will answen questions that are focused on varlous story

elements such as elraracter, setting, arld p!ot' Tl'le questions ane to

help rmonltor your ehlld's understanding of the text, and to ensure

they ane ready to col"ltplete the graded in elass assignrnent at the

heginnfrnE of sehoo!" R.esponses slrou¡Íd be wnitten in eornplete

staternents"

Emjoy the sq'xnnmle!', hu¡t donr't fonget to nead'

fuTns" DebbY Soifleaul
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he foilowing questions wilt help you think about the

imporiant Parts of each chapter.

Chapter I
. Do you think that Karana is a responsibie person? What about

Ramo?Howmuchdoyouthinktheiragesaffectwhetherornot
they are resPonsÍble?

r How would you describe the relationship between the islanders

and the Aleuts as the story begins?

Chapter 2
..Whatdotheislandersdothatcontributestobadfeelings

between them and the Aleuts?

Chapter S

n WhY might Karana's people need to know exactly when the

hunters will leave?

Chapter 4

" If Chief Chowig had not argued with the hunters about

payment, what do you think would have happened that day?

What might have happened the next time the hunters came to

the island?
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Chapter 5

".whydoyouthinkKinrkidecidesthatthetribeshouldleavethe
island?

Chapter 6

.WhydoyouthinkNa¡koteasestheislandersinsteadoftelling

them the good news right away? Can you think of a time when

you've done that?

Chapter ?
n The islanders are leaving their home forever on a stran$e ship'

Hoïv might you feel if you had to move av/ay from your home?

Is there one special thing you would never leave behind' as

Ramo will not leave his sPear?

" Both Chief Matasaip and Karara have to make difficult

decisions about going back for Ramo' The chief decides not to

turn back; Karana decides to do so' Do you think either person

macle the right decision? What would you have done?

Ohapter I
oAfterRamodies,KaranaVowstokillailofthewilddogsonthe

island. Does this seem fair to You?

CÍEapter I
u 'Why do you think Karana burns down the village of Ghalas-at?

Would you have made the same decision? Why or why not?

o Karana decides to disobey the law that forbids wol¡en from

making weapons' Can you think of a situation in which you

might have to disobey a law to save your life?
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0hapten 10
, Karana undertakes a dan$erous journey when she leaves the

isiand by canoe. Why do you think she feels desperate enough

to risk her life this waY?

ChaPter 11

. Why do you think Ka¡ana decides that she will never again

leave the island unless the white men come for her?

. As Karana chooses a location for her new home' what are some

of the issues she has to consider? Do you think she chooses

wiselY?

Chapter 12

" As Karana builds her new home, how does she protect herseif

from animals and from the weather? Why do you think she

tries to make her life more comfortable?

Chapter 13
n Karana sees two large rnale sea elephants fighting' Do you

think the younger or the older animal will win? Why?

Chapter L4

n What do you think is different about Karana's second home'

compared with her first?

Chapter t'5
owhydoesKaranadecideshenrustkilltheleaderofthedog

pack? What cha¡ges her mind?

" Why do you think the leader of the dog pack begins to tI-ust

her, rather than wants to harm her?
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Chapter tr6
. Karana's iife changes after she befriends Rontu' Have you ever

had a pet or a human friend who has changed your life? If so'

can you describe how?

Chapter L7

..WhenRontugoesbacktotlrewilddogs,Karanadoesn,thelp

him fight. Have you ever had a pet that needed your help? If so'

what happened? Were you able to help it?

Chapter 18

" In this chapter, Karana describes a spring season when she is

especially happy. Would you have been happy in her situation

during that sPring?

Chapter 1.9

o Why does Karana wa¡t to spear the devilfish? Why do you

think she later decides never to hunt one again?

Chapter 20
. As Karana explores Black Cave, what does she discover there?

How does it make her feei? If you were Karana' would you ever

return to Black Cave? WhY or whY not?

' When the Aieuts come, what does Karana do to hide from

them?

Chapter 2tr

.DoyouthinkKaranaismoreafraidoftheAleutgirlorofthe
hunters?
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oDoyouthinkthattheAleutgirlisafraidofKarana?Whyor
why not?

Chapten 22

" How do we know that Karana has come to trust Tutok?

nWhydoyouthinkKaranacooksfoodforTutokeventhough

she knows Tutok is gone?

Chapter 23

" What does it mearr that Karana eventually gives the otter a

name, Mon-a-nee?

n Why do you think the otter did not stay in the pool?

Chapter 24
. As time passes, Ka¡ana's feelings about killing animals change.

How did she once feel, and how does she feel noul? why do you

think her feelings change?

Chapter 25
n Karana loses her best friend when Rontu dies' Describe how it

might feei to iose a favorite animal'

CIhapten 26
o Why do you think Karana tries to catch the wild dog that is

Rontu's son?

Chapter 27
o Before the earthquake, what are some of the signs Karana

notices that something abnormal is happening to the sea and

to the island?
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Chapter 28
n The author almost never uses words that describe how Karana

is feeling. We can often guess, though, by how he describes

what Karana is doing' From his descriptions' what do you

think Karana is feeling when she flrst sees the ship? when she

reaiizes that she doesn't know whose ship it is? when she

hearsthemancallingher?whensherealjzesthattheshiphas
left without her?

Chapter 29

'ThewhitemenwantKaranatochangeintoclothesliketheirs.
Why do you think theY do this?

.DoyouthinkKara¡awillhaveabetterlifeaftersheleavesthe

island? What mi$ht her life be like?
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